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NEW CONTACTS 
 
BROWN (Nee DERBYSHIRE) 
Not many new contacts over the past few months but Stewart Leach came across 
former W/44397 Liz Derbyshire, later Liz Brown during an event down in Weston-
Super-Mare.  Liz served in Rhinedahlen, Northern Ireland, Edinburgh and 
Aldershot between 1972 and 1978.  She would love to hear from anyone who 
remembers her.   

 
YOUR CORRESPONDENCE 

 
I received the following message from John Bonnell, ‘Great write up on Aden in 66-67.  At the 

time Dennis is writing about I was commanding 24 Bde Pro Unit in Little Aden.  Dennis praises the 
entertainers who came out.  I was tasked to personally collect them and take them to the Oil Refinery 
hall which had a large capacity and a theatre like stage.  I very much agree with his likes of Bob 
Monkhouse's efforts, he was brilliant.  In the Landrover on the way he asked me the names of two 
villages we passed.  They were Al Mansourah and Bir Fuqum.  Well into his act, over an hour later he 
incorporated these.  I think Al Mansourah was some sort of gangster and you can work out Bir Fuqum 
for yourself. 
 ‘However, I was prompted to write because two others need to be credited.  I always thought 
of Hughie Green and his game show as camp and rather wet but in front of servicemen he was 
brilliant.  The other was Tony Hancock.  He threw himself about the stage dressed in suit collar and 
tie.  We took him back to the mess and he was soaked through but in spite of all my efforts he would 
not accept a shower and a dry shirt. 
 ‘Dennis also relates Mad Mitch and the retaking of Crater.  Dennis says the Lt Col Mitchell 
was sacked.  I am sure he was in trouble and suffered for it career wise but he remained in command 
of the Argylls.  I know this because the Pro Unit and the Argylls were based in Plymouth after Aden.  I 
was sent for by him when he was anxious to determine that his men were not the only ones blamed 
for the wars with Marines.  He then invited me to a Regimental Guest night which I remember for 
confirming my ability to drink whisky and being required to dance with the Quartermaster; only one of 
these turned into a lifetime interest.’ 

-ooOoo- 
 
Dan Cowley said, ‘What sad news about Tom Montgomery; I served with him in Colchester and 
Northern Ireland in the 60's-70's and he will be sadly missed. It is good to hear that the Museum 
received and you have read the WOI AL Bastone's memories that I sent to the Museum.’  Ed: Like I 
said, a good read. 

-ooOoo- 
 
Jim Robertson followed up on the article regarding Frank Harrison. ‘Regarding the article on Frank 
Harrison.    I arrived at the No1 Dog Company RMP El Kirsh in September 1954. I have a photograph 
taken in December 1955 of the whole company which Frank is on.  I was in squad 417 but due to 
getting food poisoning at home, when I retuned off a weekend pass ended up in hospital in Aldershot 
for nearly a fortnight so got back-squaded to 420.’  Ed: I have subsequently received some copies of 
photographs. 
  
Franks’ memories also stirred the grey matter of Mick Parry who said, ‘Long time since we were last in 
touch hope you are both well and enjoying your new home.  In reply to latest newsletter I too had the 
dubious pleasure of Googe Street transit camp also but went from Stanstead in a York sold by MOD 
to Scottish Airways all the way to Fayid via Malta for fuel.  The other bit of info is I remember being 
called out in the middle of the night while I was at Suez all I can call to mind that a dog had been 
stabbed.  We loaded a big dog that had been wounded badly in the back of my 15cwt on blankets and 
the handler or someone got in back and off we straight up the Canal road to either Fayid or Moascar, 
the latter I think.   I left dog and handler and returned to Suez.  I had forgotten all about it until you 



jogged my memory this may do the same to someone else.’  Ed: That is the pleasure I get from your 
messages, seeing grey matter stirred; it certainly keeps mine active. 
 

Malcolm Keates did not want to miss the opportunity to relate to Frank Harrison and Egypt.  
He said, ‘On reading Newsletter 117, I was drawn to the “Can You Help” section. I saw that Frank 
Harrison was in training with \squad 432 under Sgt Jack Sigley known as Pasha.  He was in the Canal 
Zone at the same time as myself.  I was with SSgt Albertson in the Bodyguard & Escort to General Sir 
Charles Keatley. 

One morning, we were going north on the canal road, when SSgt Albertson told me to pull 
over as there was a Troopship coming down the Canal.  As it got nearer SSgt Albertson started to 
shout out  with a parade ground voice asking if Sgt Pasha Sigley was on board; two or three times he 
shouted.  Then came a return bellow “Yes”, it was Pasha Sigley,  Their conversation continued for 
about several minutes with SSgt Albertson at full trot and me reversing after him. We then continued 
to drive to Moascar.  On the way he told me that Pasha and he had been friends for quite a number of 
years.  He also said that they were both instructors at Inkerman, to which I replied, “I know I was at 
Inkerman in 337 squad”.  Then Albertson asked me who was my instructor I replied that it was Flash 
Brasey. 
 A few weeks later, at Roundabout Camp, which was only about 1 mile from my section at the 
residence of the C in C, I had arranged to see a pal from Inkerman LCpl Tom Walker for a Christmas 
drink.  He was in the dog section of about 12 NCOs.  I then wished them all a merry Christmas as I 
had to get back for duty. I think Frank Harrison may have been one of these people who were there 
that Christmas that was Christmas 1954.’ 
 
Ed: The mere mention of Dog Companies has certainly activated some grey cells out there and also I 
recently contacted former members of such companies in relation to a question posed by the Curator 
of the Corps Museum.  It related to the breeds used by CMP and RMP and the response was very 
informative and useful, thank you all who helped.  Obviously not enough information is held at the 
Museum on such units so come on, albums out and let me have photographs and stories relating to 
your time as a “Doggie”. 

 
-ooOoo- 

 
The Battle of Vimy Ridge took place between the 9th April and the 13th April 1917 and as 

many of you are aware that this battle is widely commemorated by the people of Canada.  Bill 
Drummond, who is the Chair of the North American Branch of the Royal Military Police Association 
send me the following.  ‘I had the honour as a representative of The Royal Canadian Legion and The 
Royal Military Police Association, of being one of the speakers, along with our Member of Parliament, 
our Member of the Provincial Government, and our City Mayor, at the 100th anniversary memorial 
service here in our city, Airdrie, Alberta. 

Although the British and French forces had tried time and time again to take the ridge from 
the Germans, all previous assaults had failed. It was decided that, four Canadian divisions, fighting 
together as a single unit for the first time should be given the chance to overcome German resistance. 
At 5.30 am on April 9th, following meticulous planning and thorough precise preparation, the 

Canadians with the British 17th Corps 
on their southern flank proceeded to 
capture more ground, more prisoners, 
and more guns, than any other British 
expeditionary force offensive since the 
war began.  This assault is the single 
bloodiest day in Canadian military 
history with approx. 3,600 killed and 
7,000 wounded.  Four Victoria Crosses 
were won by Canadian troops that day.  
 
 On the other side of Canada a 
service was being held at the Vimy 
Ridge Public School, Ajax, Ontario.  
Arthur Griffiths, seen on the left, was 
one of the Veterans who were present 
during the service.    



 
-ooOoo- 

 
Peter Collins contacted me and said, ‘Hope everything is good with you and yours and that 

you have now managed to settle in to your new abode. As usual, your latest newsletter was well 
received. It was good to see in the latest edition, the inclusion of the photograph of 12 Inf Bde Pro 
Units DAPM visit to Osnabruck in 1963.  I remember it well. I served with this unit between 1961 and 
1963 before being posted to Malta then Cyprus District Pro Unit.  I recognise most of the guys in the 
photo but some of the names allude me. (Age related memory loss)  I do remember Alec Hayton, 
Pete Hares and 'Smudge' (third from left back row).  A huge thank you for all the huge amount of work 
you put into producing the Newsletter, I look forward to it each month, hoping to find something within 
that reminds me of my time in the Corps. I had some good times and some bad, but mostly good. I 
served with some great guys and whilst we never kept in touch following my demob, I still feel a 
strong bond with them.’ 

 
-ooOoo- 

 
Jim Weir commented on the football match featured in the previous newsletter.  He said, 

‘Thanks for the newsletter, as usual very interesting. I remember the match in Hong Kong and am still 
in touch with Jack Scadding.’  Ed: It has been somewhat obvious that sport has been mentioned in 
the recent editions and attracted some interest.  Based on that, issue #119 and possibly #120 will be 
devoted primarily to sporting events within the Corps.  Off you go to your photograph albums and find 
the pics from the days when cricketers wore white and footballers wore real shorts.  Just to prove my 
point and to start the ball rolling here are a couple of shots: 

 
The year is 1931, and the 

photograph shows the football team of 
the Military Police Aldershot.  Even the 
football boots have a shiny toe-caps!  
From l – r at the rear is Sgt J 
McIlwarne MFP. LCpl A Turner MFP, 
LCpl S Bloomfield MFP, Lcpl Jenkins 
MFP, LCpl C Biggs MFP, LCpl C 
Lewis MFP and LCpl L Acres MMP.  
In the front row there is LCpl W Weller 
MFP. LCpl F Glasser MFP, LCpl S 
Hardy MMP, Cpl J Compton MFP and 
LCpl C Melton MMP. 
 

Fast forward two decades to 
Egypt where the winners of the 1950 – 

1951 Royal Military Police Egypt Soccer Competition, shown below, was 3 Infantry Brigade District XI.  
From l – r along the rear we have LCpl J Robertson 203 Pro Coy, LCpl J Hood 1 Div Pro Coy, LCpl P 
Bloxham (203), LCpl R Sheppard (203), Sgt W Dovey 211 Pro Coy (M), LCpl D Marshall (203) and 
Cpl J Marrs 1 Dog Coy. 
In the front we have: 
LCpl J Foster (203 -  
Linesman), LCpl L 
Youdale (1 Dog), WO1 
(RSM) H Burden (203) 
Captain, Major D Birrell 
APM 3 Bde Dist, Cpl E 
Hearne (1 Dog – also 
played for the Army and 
United Services), LCpl A 
Scholes (203) and Sgt 
W Cook (203 and Army 
Ref).  Once again my 
thanks to the Corps 
Museum.   



118 (BRITISH) L of C 
PROVOST COMPANY CMP 

 
Alas, not a lot about 118.  

It is documented that it was a Line 
of Communication Provost 
Company operating in India with 
Jhansi, Secunderabad and Dolali 
being mentioned as locations.  
Captain AR Jones, Essex 
Regiment was Officer 
Commanding in August 1944 with 
Captain JS Tanner, Royal Artillery 
filling the appointment by early 
1945.  At this stage there is no 
record found showing that the unit 
remained in existence following 
the end of the war.  However, one 

photograph, the only item in the appropriate file, was found. 
 

-ooOoo- 
 

Colin Whatman is obviously looking back to his service days.  In a message he said, ‘Morning 
Bob, maybe a thread for your newsletters.  Sitting cleaning my shoes my attention was drawn to the 
two brushes each with a four figure number stamped on the side issued to me in Woking in June 
1953,  going out to the garden to remove a weed using a very worn knife (part of the KFS) still bearing 
the same four numbers. I wondered what else is still in use from those days.  I realise that any eight 
numbers e.g. first four or last four figures in some of my PIN numbers.  I also observe how many e-
mail details use similar numbers on your distribution lists. 

I also note that in a drawer are a number of items from badges to buttons and I think at one 
time a "housewife” bearing the same numbers and containing grey wool for sock repairs!   More 
importantly and never to be thrown away,  a chin strap issued to my father in 1939 and worn by him at 
Dunkirk and on D Day, this I also wore for some 20 years in the Corps.  I am sure many of your 
correspondents will also come up with a range of long forgotten items still in use today.   Who still has 
or uses a button stick?’  Ed: Colin, why do I feel you have opened the flood gates? If I find my boots 
brushes both bearing a white “7561” on a black background I will photograph them – still have 
discovered them since I moved.  Button stick also around the house somewhere along with my chin 
strap and my very first notebook.  

 
-ooOoo- 

 
 A familiar name, Graham Chipperfield, appeared on the 
screen and followed up on recent articles concerning former 
members of the Corps who became Mayors.  He said, ‘Dear 
Bob.  Saw your last Old Comrades piece and was prompted by 
Paul Jones (ex SIB) to make a comment.  Attached find a photo 
of Councillor Frederick William Chipperfield, ex Major (QM) in 
his robes as Mayor of Surrey Heath.  After leaving the Corps 
Fred became the RO3 at 160 and joined the Tory party.  He was 
Local Councillor for Frimley Ward and was made Mayor in 1993.  
He passed away on 22 Aug 2009.  Today, 3 April, would have 
been his 89th birthday.  May I also add that my Mother, well 
known to some in the Corps passed away this year on 29 
January aged 87.  Maybe you will put the old man’s photo in if 
you have space.’  Ed: Graham, your father was my RSM at 1 
(Br) Corps so there is no way I could not print his picture. 
 

CAN YOU HELP 
 

The following message was received from Mrs Kate 



Carling. ‘Dear Bob, Many thanks for keeping me in touch although it is just over three years since my 
husband Mike died.  I am wondering if you know anything of Sergeant Sabotnicki? That may not be 
the correct spelling. He was Mike's driver in 3 Div when Mike was DAPM. He used to drive the 
Landover, among other things no doubt, when 3 Div went out on exercise.  I remember him as being 
very helpful at all times and being well respected and liked. Since that was Mike's last posting before 
he retired it would be interesting to catch up a little, though it is a long time ago, !977 - 79.’  Ed: 
Anyone out there who can help please contact me.  I thought it was Sobotnicki but I may be wrong. 
 

B4A SUPERTROOP 
 

The following was received from Graham Tidbury, former member of the Army Air Corps.  ‘I 
write on behalf of my former colleagues who trained as Junior Leaders at the Junior Leaders 
Regiment Royal Armoured Corps. In Bovington Camp.  Uniquely we were a troop formed by both 
potential RMP and AAC recruits that were deemed to be future leaders.  We passed out of training on 
15 December 1977.  We were Titled B4A. Christened `Supertroop` 

A reunion was held last year to commemorate the start of training. However not everyone was 
able to be found. This year a bigger effort is being made to mark the 40th Anniversary to contact all 
those who passed out as B4A.  We would therefore be very grateful if you could contact the persons 
listed below, who passed out to RMP Continuation training.  Should this not be possible could you 
please put a mention in any newsletters or magazines to advertise our Reunion on the 2nd December 
2017 in Norwich (venue yet to be confirmed) 
 They can contact me at graham.tidbury@ntlworld.com or visit our Facebook -B4AAAC&RMP 
Pass out Dec19. 
 
Missing Members :- Alan Bettaney, Allan M Crickmore, Martin Devlin, Barrie R Gill, 
                                Steven G Hawkridge, Mark H Hoffman, Kevin M Johnson, Larry Jordan, 
                                Elliot W C Kay, Michael A Lambert, Martin N Marriott, Carlo R Morselli, 
                                David V Powell, Stephen C Roberts, Steven Shore, Keith Thomas, Lawrence A 
                                Tilley, Michael S Whittick and Steven Yates. 
We would also like to invite if found, our then Troop Leader  - Lt AP  Collins RMP, our instructor troop 
Sergeant, Sgt Riordan  RMP and our weapons instructor SSgt A Hayton RMP.  Your assistance in this 
matter would be very appreciated by all.’ 
 

RMP ASSOCIATION NEWS 
 

You can guarantee that about this time of the year Western Australia Branch 
always send photographs of the Anzac Day Parade in Perth.  Anzac Day, 25th April, is 
one of Australia’s most important national occasions. It marks the anniversary of the 
first major military action fought by Australian and New Zealand forces during the First 
World War.  ANZAC stands for Australian and New Zealand Army Corps. The soldiers 

in those forces quickly became known as Anzacs, and the pride they took in that name endures to this 
day. 

 
When war broke out in 

1914 Australia had been a 
federated nation for only 13 years, 
and its government was eager to 
establish a reputation among the 
nations of the world. When Britain 
declared war in August 1914 
Australia was automatically placed 
on the side of the Commonwealth. 
In 1915 Australian and New 
Zealand soldiers formed part of the 
expedition that set out to capture 
the Gallipoli peninsula in order to 
open the Dardanelles to the allied 
navies. The ultimate objective was 
to capture Constantinople (now 
Istanbul), the capital of the 

mailto:graham.tidbury@ntlworld.com


Ottoman Empire, an ally of 
Germany. 

The Australian and New 
Zealand forces landed on Gallipoli 
on the 25th April, meeting fierce 
resistance from the Ottoman 
Turkish defenders. What had 
been planned as a bold stroke to 
knock Turkey out of the war 
quickly became a stalemate, and 
the campaign dragged on for eight 
months. At the end of 1915 the 
allied forces were evacuated from 
the peninsula, with both sides 
having suffered heavy casualties 
and endured great hardships. 
More than 8,000 Australian 
soldiers had died in the campaign. 
Gallipoli had a profound impact on 
Australians at home, and 25th April 
soon became the day on which Australians remembered the sacrifice of those who died in the war. 
Although the Gallipoli campaign failed in its military objectives, the actions of Australian and New 
Zealand forces during the campaign left a powerful legacy. What became known as the “Anzac 
legend” became an important part of the identity of both nations, shaping the ways in which they 
viewed both their past and their future. 
 

NOTICES AND INFORMATION 
 
The Hohne Reunion is due to take place on the 12th – 14th May 2017 at the Holiday Inn, Walsall.  
There are still some places available.  Any interested party should contact Peter Richards on 
07936186986 
 

DEATHS 
 
CLARK 
Former 23814994 Lance Corporal David Clark passed away on the 22nd March 2017 in Selkirk 
following a short illness.  David served as a National Serviceman and after completing his training 
with 814 Squad he served in 170 Provost Company RMP from 1950 until 1952. 
 
FORD 
The following report was received from the Secretary, Birmingham Central Branch.  ‘I have been 
informed of the death of former 22336820 Corporal Richard Ford after a short illness.  Richard served 
from 1950 to 1952.  After training with Squad 146 he served in London District and it is believed he 
was attached to the Special Investigation Branch at some stage.’ 
 
JONES 
I received the following report via the RMP Malay Veteran’s Group. ‘It is with great sadness we report 
the death of William Francis Jones who passed away age 84 years on the 9th November 2016 in the 
Liverpool Royal Hospital after a short cancer related illness.  The funeral service was held on the 23rd 
November 2016 at Springwood Crematorium and Allerton Cemetery.  Bill trained at Inkerman with 
389 Squad and served in several locations in Southern Malaya during 1955/56. Bill who was a keen 
gardener, an avid reader (favourite author Bernard Cornwell) and long term member of RMP Malaya 
Veterans’ Group.  He leaves behind a loving wife Joan and devoted children Sandra, David and 
Colin.  He will be greatly missed by family, friends and colleagues nationwide.   
 
KING 
Former 23009871 Lance Corporal Don King passed away on the 23rd April 2017.  Don, who had been 
the Treasurer for Derby Branch for the past five years joined the Corps in 1954 and completed his 
National Service with 105 Provost Company RMP and with 7 Armoured Brigade Provost Unit.  
 



LUNDY 
The following report was received about the death of Tim Lundy.  ‘I write with the sad news that a 
serving Police Officer, and former RMP, has passed away following a Road Traffic Collison on the 
17th March 2017. Tim, transferred to the Met from Wiltshire’  
 
SHARMAN 
Ken Sharman informed me of the death of his uncle, former Lance Corporal Tom Sharman.  He said, 
‘It is with the deepest of regret that have to tell you of the sad death of my Uncle Tom at him home in 
Caldecott, Rutland at the age of ninety two. Tom was from a family of eleven children, nine boys and 
two girls, he started life as a farm worker and soon tired of that. He and his younger brother Alec 
decided to go into the army and enlisted into the Royal Artillery. After trading they were posted to 
Egypt and after a few years decided that the only way to get out of the associate heat and flies was to 
join the RMP.  Soon they were back in the UK training at Inkerman barracks, they completed a 
shortened course and Alec went to Kenya and Tom to 101 Provost Company. Tom was the perfect 
"Redcap", always immaculate and helpful.  After a few short years demob came and both uncles 
decided to give "civvy street" another go and they both came out and started working for the then 
Stewart and Lloyds in nearby Corby both had jobs as loco drivers and there they remained until the 
plant closed down.  Tom married Ethel a girl from the village and moved into a house just four doors 
up the road from home, he had four children.  Tom had been ill for some 
many years and succumbed to this illness yesterday evening the 2nd April 
surrounded by his loving family. 
 
WALLWORK 
I had the following brief information from Mick Newbatt, Kanchanaburi, 
Thailand. ‘Just a bit from Thailand. Former Sergeant, Les Wallwork passed 
away recently. The corps was represented by Mark Watson, Ian Bessant 
and myself at his cremation at the end of April. Members of the RBL were 
also in attendance.  See photograph on the right. 
 
  

 
 

-ooOoo- 
 

At the time of writing it is the 27th April, and I was surprised to see frost 
on the lawn this morning, not the sort of thing I was accustomed to 
whilst living in town.  As I sat sipping a cup of ‘wake-me-up’ coffee it 
crossed my mind as to what I was doing a year ago.  The following 
photograph says it all, taken during a cruise somewhere in the Med.  
Dream over, back to sorting the decorating and the garden out. 
 
 
 
 

Compiled by Bob Eggelton 
02392 265645 
07913 997233 

joybob@btinternet.com 
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