
WITHDRAWAL OF BRITISH FORCES FROM GERMANY


BACKGROUND 


The Strategic Defence and Security Review 2010 was announced by the newly formed 
Conservative-Liberal Democrat coalition government of the United Kingdom in May 2010, 
and published on 19 October of that same year. Suffice it to say that the news came as a 
major shock to those in British Forces Germany (BFG) at that time and sent ripples 
through not only the Host Nation (HN) communities where our Troops were stationed, but 
equally, if not more importantly, German Federal Ministries and our Sending States Allies 
in Germany at that time, (Belgium, Canada, France, The Netherlands and USA).  In 
essence, the news to our German colleagues, at all level of interaction, was that there 
would be a rebasing (rather than use of the word ‘withdrawal’) of all 20,000 British troops 
to the UK by 2020.  

Note:  Until 2010 there had been a ‘rolling assumption’, conveyed regularly to our HN 
partners, that British Forces intent was to be present in Germany as ‘guest forces’ for the 
foreseeable future and indeed a date beyond 2030 was regularly used! 

According to the Government, bringing troops back from Germany was expected to save 
£240m a year in running costs. But that estimate could just be the tip of the financial 
iceberg.  It is worthy of mention that in 2004, the 25,000 troops stationed in Germany were 
estimated to contribute 1.5 billion Euros a year to the economy, either through jobs, 
contractors or spend in local shops. 

DETAIL

The ‘drawdown’ strategy developed and executed under, ‘The Regular Army Basing Plan’, 
was announced on 5 March 2013, to support the full implementation of the Army 2020   
vision. The plan set out the location changes for the Army and also confirmed the 
drawdown of all units from Germany by 2020.

Implementation 

2013:  Celle Station, Münster Station and the Rheindahlen Military Complex were closed 
and that estate handed back to the German Federal authorities. Consequently, 
Headquarters British Forces Germany (HQ BFG) moved from Rheindahlen to Bielefeld in 
summer 2013 to place it at the centre of the remaining military population in Germany, 
from where it would be better able to provide key services to the troops, their families and 
support staff.

2014;   Further units were disbanded or amalgamated, allowing the closure of Hameln 
Station on the disbandment of 28 Engineer Regiment.

2015:   The majority of rebasing moves occurred in 2015 when 7 Armoured Brigade units 
moved from Bergen-Hohne and Fallingbostel, Headquarters 1 (United Kingdom) Armoured 
Division moved from Herford, and 16 Signal Regiment and 1 Armoured Division Signal 
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Regiment rebased from Elmpt and Herford to Stafford. The Bergen-Hohne Garrison and 
Elmpt and Herford Stations were closed and returned to German Federal authorities.

2016:   Princess Royal Barracks, Gütersloh, and Alanbrooke Barracks, Paderborn, were 
closed with the rebasing to the UK of 5 RIFLES from Paderborn and 6 Regt RLC from 
Gütersloh.  Tower Barracks, Dülmen, and Kiel Training Centre were also closed and 
released.

2017:   Military Working Dogs rebased to the UK.

Current Situation

At present the UK still has a sizeable military presence in Germany, with HQ BFG located 
in Catterick Barracks, Bielefeld (Bielefeld Station). The current Commander BFG is 
Brigadier Ian Bell.

HQ 20th Armoured Brigade remains at Normandy Barracks, Sennelager; comprising The 
Royal Dragoon Guards, The Queen’s Royal Hussars and ‘The Highlanders’, the 4th 
Battalion, The Royal Regiment of Scotland (4 SCOTS), supported by 1 Armoured Medical 
Regiment, 35 Engineer Regiment, 3 Armoured Close Support Battalion REME and 1st 
Battalion, The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment. 26 Regiment Royal Artillery remain 
stationed at Mansergh Barracks, Gütersloh. 20th Armoured Infantry Brigade is currently 
equipped with Challenger 2 MBTs, Warrior IFVs, AS-90 howitzers, Multiple Launch Rocket 
Systems, armoured personnel carriers, Gazelle and Lynx helicopters.

2019;   The final moves to UK include elements of 20th Armoured Infantry Brigade - 
leaving Paderborn, Sennelager, Bielefeld and Gütersloh.  HQ BFG will also close.

The Future?

A small number of detachments will remain following rebasing completion, to maintain and 
improve the British Army’s close ties with the German Bundeswehr. These may well 
include units such as 412 Amphibious Engineer Troop and 23 Amphibious Engineering 
Troop, 75 Engineer Regiment, who have a close working relationship with German 
counterparts in deploying mobile bridging capabilities. Working with the Bundeswehr 
Panzerpionierbataillon 130 based at Minden, the specialist Royal Engineer units pilot the 
26 ton amphibious M3 rigs.

In plans already well advanced, Ayrshire Barracks in Mönchengladbach will be retained as 
an interim measure, until at least 2023, in order to provide storage facilities for our armour 
and other equipment.

The decision on whether the UK wishes to retain, ‘The Senne‘, (which apparently has the 
blessing of our Bundeswehr colleagues) has yet to be taken.  

Conclusions

In a recent speech to the Royal United Services Institute (RUSI) the Chief of the General 
Staff (CGS) General Sir Nick Carter, confirmed Ayrshire Barracks retention and the 
possibility of a continuing base at Sennelager.  He said it was important to stress the need 
for a forward mounting base and that the UK is actively examining the retention of some 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Challenger_2_tank
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warrior_armoured_personnel_carrier
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/AS-90
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multiple_Launch_Rocket_System
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multiple_Launch_Rocket_System
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armoured_personnel_carrier
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westland_Gazelle
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westland_Lynx
http://www.deutschesheer.de/portal/a/heer/start/dienstst/1pzdiv/gliederung/pzlehrbrig9/gliederung/pzpibtl130/!ut/p/z1/hU5NC4IwGP4tHbzuXZP86LbAS1gICukuMXVNYzmZS_v5GZ6CpOf2fPIAgxxYx8dWctvqjquZF8y7HoI4i0lISJZ5EaYRCZMwPrnY9-HyL8BmG6-AYkhrAcW84a9unLeQAgN25yN_oV4bq4RFvPo8hKLhXa1Eoiu6CEdgUulyuU670g0kMCNuwgiDnmaWG2v7Ye9gB0_ThKTWUgnEhYN_NRo9WMi_gtA_8gm7OzXGdPMGnylsaA!!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/#Z7_B8LTL2922TT6E0AE29P9LM30N1


infrastructure in Germany.  Army sources have since said that such infrastructure could be 
used to stockpile ammunition, fuel, vehicles and equipment which could speed up any 
deployment to Eastern Europe. Sources said, however, that they were unlikely to retain a 
significant future troop presence in Germany on a permanent basis. 

General Carter’s comments came only days after Major General Alastair Dickinson, 
Director of Army Basing and Infrastructure, stated that the final drawdown from Germany 
would be achieved earlier than initially anticipated.  He continued by saying that the 
accelerated timetable to bring the final units back from Germany, provided service 
personnel and their families with greater certainty to allow them to plan for their futures.   
Maj.Gen. Dickinson also sought to stress that Britain’s relationship with Germany would be 
unaffected by the move and said ... While fewer personnel will remain in Germany after 
2019, Germany will remain one of our most valued NATO and European partners, and we 
will continue to intensify and deepen our security and defence relationship with them.

So will the UK retain a ‘jump off’ location in Germany?  Only time will tell!

After Note:  Content is as researched and includes information provided by several sources.  
The views expressed do not reflect British Defence Policy, but are, nonetheless, based on 
information available in the public domain1
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