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NEW CONTACTS 

 
24156013 Sergeant William Albert Lomas, Squad 7404.  Bill enlisted in April 1969 
and the following month transferred to the RCT.  He returned to the Corps in 1974 
following an attachment with 160 Provost Company.  He went on to serve with the 
following Provost Units. 180, 2 RMP, 175, 227, UNFICYP MP Coy, 114, 158, 203 
(Op Granby).  Bill finally completed his service at Bulford in December 1991.  
 

 

YOUR CORRESPONDENCE 
 
  Taff Jones sent in the following message, ‘Hi Bob, a huge thank you for passing my e-mail on to Mike 
Brown in Bucharest.  He was indeed my long lost pal of some 48 years ago and I have since received 
an email from him; 48 years is a long time, I wonder what the beer is like in Bucharest?’  Ed: Get on the 
plane and go and taste the beer, life is too short. 
 
  Jim McKinley contacted me from New Zealand with the following information for those of you that may 
be heading out that way.  ‘As those of us who live in both Australia and New Zealand approach ANZAC 
Day 2018 I thought I might bring to the attention of all your readers in this part of the world and anyone 

who might be visiting from 
elsewhere about an exhibition, 
"Gallipoli, The Scale Of Our War", 
which has been on at the Museum 
of New Zealand, Te Papa 
Tongarewa in Wellington. 
  The exhibition, put together by 
Sir Richard Taylor of Weta 
Workshops fame, went on display 
in 2015 to commemorate the 100 
year anniversary of the Gallipoli 
landings and was supposed to 
end this year but has been 
extended for a further year until 
2019.  
  Sir Richard's workshop was 
responsible for all the animation 

and modelling for Sir Peter Jackson's Lord of the Rings and the Hobbits along with many other top 
rating movies. All the people depicted are real people who served in that conflict and are 2.4 times the 
size of the average person. 
  For anyone already living here, and anyone visiting this is a not to be missed exhibition. Gwen and I 
went to see it in 2016 and the moment you walk through the entrance you are hit by the Wow factor, in 
fact when we arrived back home I thought we had dreamt the whole experience so a week later I jumped 
in the car and made the 900 km round trip back to see it again and the Wow factor was still there. In 
fact on both visits we stayed well in excess 3hrs. 
    This is a free exhibition, the only restriction being that although photography is permitted the use of 
flash and tripods is not. This makes for very long exposures and a high iso which of course means 
holding a camera still for a lengthy period is not easy. 
  As a form of enticement I have enclosed one of my photographs, Lt Westmacott, the first person you 
see on entering the exhibition, resulting in a jaw dropping first impression. 
  This is not to be missed exhibition and must be one of the best exhibitions of any description I have 
ever come across. 
  I know our Aussie members keep us up to date with their activities on this date but as the only Corps 
member in Rotorua I feel honoured to be able to march, on the 25th April each year, alongside many 



New Zealand veteran friends, to their dawn service at Muruika War Cemetery at Ohinemutu Village 
followed by a cup of rum laced with coffee at the local Marae and to enjoy Returned Service status 
within the NZ RSA and our local branch.  Ed: The photograph shows the high standard of work and 
represents Lieutenant Herbert Horatio Spencer Westmacott. 15th North Auckland Infantry Battalion.  
Having seen a few other photographs, take my advice if you are in the area - visit. 

 
  Bob Holt has been active again and sent in a few 
words following comments made by Chris Reed.  
‘Once again thanks so much for your great newsletter 
#129.  I would like to add a little information regarding 
Chris Reed’s comments regarding Bill’s sad story. Bill 
was in the same Training Squad (605) as myself and 
several of us were posted to 227 Company at the end 
of our training and then dispersed to the various 
outposts in Cyprus. In September 1958 there was an 
escalation of EOKA activities and leave and demob 
was cancelled until further notice. Bill along with 
several others ,including myself, should have been 
returning to the UK in the October of that year, it was 
late November before things quietened down again 
and we were allowed to leave, all that is, except Bill. I 
cannot agree more with Chris’s remark about Maj Gen 
Kendrew’s remark to the press, when we saw that 
news item several days after the event we were truly 
incensed. 
  I later learned that many of the lads who had returned 
to Woking from other postings were waiting for those 
of us expected to return from Cyprus, sadly we were 
never able to have that little reunion. 
  Bill, who can be seen in the photograph on the left 
(top right) was a wonderful guy, life and soul of the 
party and a real pal to be with. His cheeky grin and 
laugh has stayed with me over the past 60 years.  As 
time goes by there are fewer and fewer of us left.  
Hopefully there will be one or two still out there who will 
remember him.  Ed: Classic photograph and for the 

younger generation they are wearing denims, the working dress of the day which I can recall from 1961.  
Nostalgia oozes from each page! 
 
  As if by magic I received a letter (snail mail to you younger ones) from Arthur Elliot and he has 
highlighted National Service which follows on nicely from the previous article which featured National 
Servicemen. 
  “National Servicemen on Active Service 1948 - 1960.  Between the years 1948 and 1960 the British 
Armed Services were involved in seven campaigns overseas; Malaya, Arabia (South), Canal Zone, 
Korea, Kenya, Cyprus and Suez.  To provide manpower peace time conscription was introduced for a 
fixed term.  Initially it was fixed at 18 months, but increased to two years in 1950 in view of the Korean 
War. 
  During those years one and a half million men were called to the Colours on reaching the age of 18 
years of age.  About 150,000 served in an active service theatre for which a campaign medal awarded.  
Of the National Servicemen 395 were killed in action and many more in tragic accidents. 
  Exceptions were provided to certain groups or could be delayed for a period, or a special scheme, on 
working of high priority, be deferred indefinitely.  All men were medically examined and I in 6 were 
declared to be unfit for military duties.  Of those accepted, out of every 100 conscripts, 
72 would serve as soldiers, 26 in the Royal Air Force and 2 as sailors. 
  During the 1950’s half of all soldiers were conscripts and were at the sharp end in 
many conflicts.  Campaign medals were awarded for six of the campaigns after they 
were completed.  In the case of the Canal Zone it was not awarded until October 2000, 
about 50 years later. The Malayan Government awarded the Pingat Jasa Malaysia 
Medal for those who served during the emergency in the 1950’s and early 1960’s.  
Permission to wear the medal was granted in 2011.   



  The Government announced the end of the National Service Act which would end on 1st 
June 1960 and no further men would be called upon to serve in HM Forces.  The last 
National Serviceman was demobbed mid-1963.  
  The following Campaign medals and clasps were awarded; 
 Naval General Service 1915 - 1962 
 Army and RAF General Service Medal 1949 - 1962 
 Clasps: Malaya 16 Jun 48 - 31 Jul 60 
  Canal Zone 16 Oct 51 - 19 Oct 54 
  Cyprus 1 Apr 55 - 18 Apr 59 
  Near East 31 Oct 56 - 22 Dec 56 
  Arabian Peninsula War 1 Jan 57 - 30 Jun 60 
   Queen’s Korean Medal 2 Jul 50 - 27 Jul 53 

African General Service Medal - clasp Kenya 21 Oct 52 - 17 Nov 
56 
United Nations Service Medal - Clasp Korea 22 Jun 50 - 24 Jul 
54 
Pingat Jasa Malaysia Medal 31 Aug 57 - 31 Dec 66 

   
  There were other clasp for General Service medals relating to Bomb Disposal and Mine Clearance. 

-ooOoo- 
  Roy Thorpe dropped me a short note, ‘Always enjoy the newsletters. Any ex RMP in the Melbourne, 
Australia area? Roy was in 241 Squad and went onto serve in 6 Armoured Division Provost Company, 
mainly with No.2 Section, Bunde, 1951/1953. Ed: If you know anyone out that way then please let me 
know - Roy sounds lonely. 

-ooOoo- 
 

  The “Rats of Hohne Reunion 2018” was held at the 
Holiday Inn, Walsall during the weekend of 6th to 8th April.  
Former members and guests attended the above reunion 
organised by Peter Richards ex 7 Armd Bde Pro Unit RMP 
and Tina Kilnan and Matt Starmer ex 111 Pro Coy RMP. 
Our Guest of Honour was In Pensioner Michael Allen, ex 

Celle Det 111 Pro Coy RMP.  On the Friday evening 81 members attended 
and a delicious Curry Supper was provided by the hotel. A raffle was held 
during the evening and subsequently raised £500-00. 

  On the Saturday the members 
went shopping or visited the 
National Memorial Arboretum to 
pay respects to our fallen 
comrades at the Corps memorial.  
The evening was celebrated with 
a sit down three course meal and 
entertainment was provided by a 
Highland Piper and an exhibition 
of Scottish sword dancing.  An auction of many gifts were 
auctioned, sale of Desert Rat ties and lapel pins raised 
£1180.00. The money raised was donated to the Royal Military 
Police Central Benevolent Fund (CBF) and thanks to all who 
pledged money over the weekend enabling me to bank the 
sum of £1680.00.  Watch this space for details of next year’s 

event. Ed; Photographs show Mike Allen and Peter Richards and the ladies are Tina Kilnan nee Carter 
and Sharren Sanger nee Andrews.  

-ooOoo- 

  Bryan Johnson, Squad 551, contacted me and said, ‘Bob, Somewhat late I know, but clearing out 
some old emails I happened upon the above issue (#127) and, naturally, had to have another read of 
same, I just hate clearing them down. However, I was drawn to Phil Locke’s photo of the ’247spivs’ 
strutting their stuff. As always happens, old memories flood back to the time in training at Inkerman, 



when you occasionally saw a 247’er at the depot, 
either in transit, on a course or awaiting time for 
demob. 
  Back to the plot; to my untrained eye I saw it as a 
march pass doing an ‘eyes right’.  I thought that the 
leading NCO would have been ‘eyes straight ahead’ 
as the marker....but what do I know about drill 
etiquette.  Thank you for the Newsletter, highlight of 
the month.’  Ed: Bryan, I thought the very same 
when I saw the photograph and of course you are 
correct.  However, in this instance there may be a 
reason which shows up in another photograph 
taken at the time.  The Warrant Officer in front of the 
NCO you are referring to has his eyes to the front 
despite the distance between them.  In my honest 
opinion I think that the NCO should have had his 
eyes to the front. 

-ooOoo- 
   
  Peter Wallis said, ‘I happened to read today that a military police barracks in Hanover formally used 
as an infantry barracks by the Nazis has been renamed after a German soldier who died serving in 
Afghanistan in 2011. 
  As a National Serviceman I was stationed in Hanover in 1956 as part of 194 Provost Company.  The 
barracks were near the autobahn and the airport.  I just wondered if any of you reading this know the 
past history of the barracks.  My first posting was Hamburg - an experience of a life time - before moving 
to Hanover.  Were any of you in Hanover at the same time?’ Ed: During various e-mails with Peter he 
mention that the vice in Hamburg was enjoyable but he did not commit himself when I asked if he 
enjoyed in whilst on duty or when off duty.  Whatever, it made a lasting impression on a young NCO. 
 

-ooOoo- 
 

  Andrew Banks has really been busy this month as he has sent in another article which I found to be 
of some interest.  The article is by Tim Barrass is a Senior Writer for The Sydney Morning Herald. 
 

Spoils of war: Australian medic pinched Red Baron's wallet 
  
 “Revered German pilot The Red Baron was the World War One flying 
"ace of aces". Baron Manfred von Richthofen, officially credited with 
80 air combat victories, inspired books, films and Snoopy comic strips. 
  Less well known is that he was shot down, not in a dog fight, but by 
an Australian with his feet firmly on the Western front. To add insult to 
fatal injury, an Australian medic assisting the post-mortem 
examination apparently decided the moment was opportune to pinch 
the recently departed baron's wallet. 
  The story emerges as the war medals of medic Edward "Ted" 
McCarty from Glebe go under the hammer at a Sydney auction on 
Friday. The catalogue entry states McCarty wrote to the Sydney paper 
the Evening News on December 4, 1929, telling of his role in the air 
ace's autopsy. 
  He wrote he was a medical corporal with the 3rd Squadron Australian 
Flying Corps, "which got body and machine". He explained that the 
bullet that killed Richthofen entered the right side and came out 
through the apex of the heart. "It proved that Richthofen had been shot from the ground. I also laid the 
German Ace out for burial." 
  The catalogue also quotes from a book called Who Killed the Red Baron that confirms that EJM 
McCarty prepared the Red Baron's body for autopsy. While the guards stood back, McCarty unbuttoned 
the baron's outer fur-lined jacket. Then with the help of a guard, he slipped it down over the shoulders 
and arms of the corpse. 
  The book states: "He then undid the buttons on the baron's inner flying jacket. As he struggled to slip 
that jacket over the shoulders and arms, he saw a large wallet tucked into a left breast pocket. McCarty 



quickly tugged the wallet out of the pocket, with a wink 
at the guard. When he did so, a spent bullet popped out 
with it and fell into the lining of the jacket. McCarty 
snatched up the slug and stuck it into his trouser pocket."  
It seems that, with the passage of time, the bullet 
became lost, as did the wallet. 
  McCarty's two medals – the British War Medal 1914-18 
and the Victory Medal 1914-19 – are described as being 
of "very fine" condition and are expected to realise more 
than $2000 at Friday's (21st April 2018) auction. 
  John O'Connor of auctioneers Noble Numismatics said 
it was quite by accident that he discovered the 

significance of the medals.  "The people who had them had no idea of the story behind them – and they 
were collectors," he said. "As the book indicates, if you wink at someone it would seem to indicate that 
you were about to do something irregular. Their value would normally only be $3-400, but now they are 
expected to fetch significantly more."  Ed: The two photographs were not in the article by Tim Barrass. 
Officers from 3 Squadron AFC were pallbearers and other ranks from the squadron acted as a Guard 
of Honour.  
 

130 (L of C) PROVOST COMPANY CMP 
 
  Of late I have not been able to gather much information on provost companies/units which bear the 
number corresponding to that of the newsletter.  Looking in the archives at the Corps Museum I felt like 
Mother Hubbard.  I did in the end find one minor reference to the existence of the unit and this was in a 
report from another company based in India which read, “2nd June 1946.  Lieutenant Witham reattached 
to 130 (L of C) Provost.”  At least we know that such a company existed. 
 

NOTICES AND INFORMATION 
 

  The 63rd Provost Officers’ Reunion Dinner 2018 is to take place on the 5th July at Southwick Park. The 
dinner is open, as the name suggests, to all Provost Officers and Royal Military Officers, both serving 
and retired.  All Regular and Reserve (past and present) former wartime or National Service Provost 
Officers, (including ATS (Provost) and WRAC (Provost)) are eligible to attend.  Spouses and partners 
(unless having served as Provost Officers in their own right) may not attend.  For further information 
please contact the Regimental Secretary at regsec_rhqrmp@btconnect.com  

 
  The 1 (Br) Corps Reunion Dinner is due to take place on Saturday the 8th September 2018 at The 
Village Hotel, Walsall.  If you served in 1 (Br) Corps Pro Coy RMP at any stage then you will be made 
most welcome. Further details are available from Theo Dunne at office1@heatonsengineering.com 
 

  I am sure that many of you reading this were 
stationed in Bulford and you could not have 
missed the chalk Kiwi carved into the hillside.  
Andrew Banks kindly advised me of a book 
which is due out this month and it tells the story 
of the Kiwi which originated from the First 
World War.  It was made a protected heritage 
site in 2017. The book, which is by Colleen 
Brown is available from Bateman Publishers 

www.batemanpublishing.co.nz 
 
  Barry Davies contacted me recently and said, ‘I have been assisting,  for a 
number of months now, the BFG, ’Legacy‘ Projects Officer, Hugh Pierson.  
Amongst other matters, Hugh has asked me to try and discover, whether or not there was ever a British 
(or Allied) Detachment in Burg (or Ziesar) on the Helmstedt to Berlin autobahn.  Recently, there have 
been a couple of articles in your monthly digest over the Helmstedt Detachment and I wonder if any of 
our colleagues are able to throw any light on the subject?  Ziesar was always considered the, 
’halfway‘  point for both Comms. and Recovery, but there seems to have possibly been some early form 
of ’Allied‘ presence in Burg (notwithstanding that the Russians had rather a large Garrison stationed 
there) – the latter being visible from the Berlin Military Train journey!  It is highly likely that any presence 

mailto:regsec_rhqrmp@btconnect.com
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in the Burg area may have been only US military – but could it have been Allied?  Any information 
available would be most welcome and can be forwarded direct to Hugh Pierson at the address below, 
or thru‘ me on barry.redwing@gmail.com  
 

RMP ASSOCIATION NEWS 
   

  The following report was 
received from the Northern 
Ireland Branch. ‘At Killead 
Village on 20th February 1974, 
Cpl Steve Milne and LCpl 
Paul Mundy, RMP, tragically 
lost their lives in a traffic 

accident.  Mr Graham Mundy, Paul’s brother 
the Branch to ask for assistance in locating 
the site of the accident. He intended to travel 
from the Mainland with his wife to lay a floral 
tribute at the spot. 
  Over the years the road has been re-
aligned and the actual spot no longer exists. 
With the help of local villagers who remembered the accident, we were able to pinpoint it to within a few 
yards of the original spot.  On Friday 6th April, Branch members together with Mr and Mrs Mundy, 
carried out a short service of Remembrance at the scene.’ 
 
  It is always a pleasure to see members being recognised for their work and Don Hume, Isle of Man 
Branch alerted me to the fact that he and Harry Owens of the same Branch were Chair and Vice Chair 

of the Joint Ex- Services Association on the Island. This 
places the RMP Association in high profile amongst the 
military family.  Congratulations. 
 
  I was beginning to wonder where my roving reporter on the 
Rock had gone and I thought that I would have to drink alone 
when I next visited Gibraltar.  I am pleased to say that John 
Wilkinson is alive and well and sent in the following 
photograph which was taken at the recent RMP Association, 
Special Investigation Branch reunion on the 21st April. 
  Left to right; Dave Dixon, Mick Young and John with Bob 
‘Flogger’ Wilmshurst seated. We all served together in 200 
Provost Company, Singapore in 1966. 
 

DEATHS 
 

APPLEYARD 
Former 22110219 Corporal Anthony 
Appleyard passed away on the 13th 
March 2018.  As far as can be 
ascertained Anthony enlisted in 1949 

and went on to serve in East Africa, Korea and is believed to have also served 
in a Dog Unit.  He is reputed as being in Kenya when Princess Elizabeth leant 
of her father’s passing.  The photograph on the right was taken a few years ago 
at a Remembrance Service. 
 

BERRY 
Former W/432589 Staff-Sergeant Shirley Berry WRAC Provost passed away in 
hospital during the early hours of Sunday the 8th April 2018.  Shirley joined the 
WRAC in 1967. After training as WRAC Provost she was posted to Catterick, 
Singapore, Guildford WRAC Training, 181 Op Banner NI, 102 Provost Company 
BAOR. Shirley left the WRAC in 1977 but re-joined as a Recruiter in 1979 and served 
in Bournemouth and Salisbury leaving in 1996 with the Acting Rank of Warrant 
Officer Class 2.  Ed: The photo was taken in 1970, in Singapore. 
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COTTON 
Former 23769706 Lance-Corporal Michael Cotton died on the 23rd March 2018 aged 79 years.  Michael 
served with ALFCE and 156 Provost Company between 1960 and 1962.  He had been a staunch 
supporter of the Coventry and Warwickshire Branch for a number of years. 
 
FINLAY 
Mike Finlay passed away peacefully on Wednesday the 25th April. Both Mike and his wife Shelagh 
served the Corps and they both supported the Hull and East Riding Branch of the Association.. Mike's 
funeral will take place on Friday 4th May in Bridlington, East Yorkshire.  
  
GEORGE 
Former 24547172 Corporal Alan George passed away at home in Hounslow Saturday the 21st April 
2018.  At the time of writing no other information is available. 
 
GUEST-SMITH 

The following message was posted on Face Book by Alf Elwell. “With a heavy heart I have been asked 
by the family to post the passing of a former Redcap, Alan Foster Guest-Smith, a very dear friend. 
Alan passed away yesterday in Australia after a short illness. Alan passed away peacefully with 
his family at his bedside.  Alan and I met in Woking on the 9th September 1960 and trained in the 
same 809 Squad. We were posted to Malta together and remained friends from that day in 
September.  Alan left the Corps and became a helicopter pilot in the AAC and obtained a 
commission, he still retained his links with the Corps through myself and Johnny Redman. R I P 
old friend.” 
 
McFADEN 
Former 23920641 Corporal Alexander Stewart McFaden passed away on the evening of the 9th April 
2018 in Galashiels.  Alex enlisted into the Corps in 1963 and went on to serve in Germany, United                    
Kingdom and Malta. 
 
PEACOCK (nee Coyle) 
Former Staff-Sergeant Helen Peacock.  Her death was announced on Friday 20th April 2018.  Helen 
passed away whilst in Salisbury area following a long illness. She was just past her 60th birthday (11th 
February).  Born and brought up in Paisley Scotland, Helen joined the Army in 1976, following basic 
training at the WRAC Centre Guildford she transferred to the RMPTC at Roussillon Bks Chichester.   
On completion of Provost Training she was posted to 247 Pro Coy Berlin, then onto 181 Pro Coy 
Northern Ireland, returning to Berlin for a second tour before being posted to 113 Pro Coy Munster (later 
to become a detachment of 110 Pro Coy RMP).  Postings to Dusseldorf, and Bulford followed before 
her final tour of duty as Clerk to the DAPM SW District. 
  On leaving the Army Helen joined Wiltshire Constabulary and moved to the Amesbury area, her career 
in the civilian Police ended in 1991 as a result of the lasting effects of injuries sustained in an on duty 
RTC.  A former member of Salisbury Plain Branch RMPA and honorary member of the WOs & Sgts 
Mess 158 Pro Coy RMP at Bulford.  Helen will be remembered by those who knew her as being 
forthright, funny, taking no nonsense but always good company. 
 
TAYLOR  
Former Lance-Corporal William ‘Bill’ Taylor, aged 83 years, passed away on the 24th April 2018 at the 
Colchester Hospital.  Bill served between 1953 and 1955 with 193 (Ports) Provost Company RMP at 
Harwich.  He was a member of the Colchester and East Anglia Branch.  His funeral will be at the Weeley 
Crematorium, Clacton-on-Sea, Essex, commencing at 1445 hrs on the 30th May. 2018 followed by a 
wake at The Tower Hotel, Main Road, Dovercourt, Essex. 

WHITING 
Former Staff-Sergeant Peter Whiting passed away after a short illness on Sunday the 8th April 2018 at 
Larnaca, Cyprus.  Members of the Cyprus Joint Police Unit and the Royal Military Police Association, 
Cyprus Branch attended the funeral which was held on the 12th April at the Larnaca British Cemetery. 
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