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Dear colleague, 
 
Most of the conversation during the past month has been about the overwhelmingly hot weather and I 
have received little news of activities from the branches.  Obviously I am more than aware that Depot 

Branch has been busy.  It held its 
Summer Dinner on the 30th June and 
on the 4th July went to the Close 
Protection Unit at Longmoor to see 
how it is done these days. 
Firstly the dinner. Thirty-six mem- 
bers and friends sat down to dinner 
on a very hot and humid evening, an 
evening when you really did not want 
to be wearing DJ (the jackets of 
which were soon discarded in the 
interest of H&S).  It was a good 
evening culminating in me handing 
over the Chair of the Branch to Jack 
Duncan, seen on the left with Anne, 

needless to say Jack has been somewhat busy since then.   

 
I think you know the 
two people in the top 
right hand photo- 
graph.  Carol and Ron 
Campbell-Smith are 
seen on Table 3 and on Table 2 we have Robin Lacey, Brenda 
Rayner, Donna Picket and Paul Rayner.  On the left, with all the 
winning raffle tickets is Phill Hunt and Jenny Taplin. 
 
The visit to the Close Protection Unit was a most informative and 
enjoyable with most of the credit going to WO1 (RSM) Hugh 
McVey who took the lead in setting up the event and to all the 
training staff who took the time to give a thorough update on all 
things CPU.  It was a most interesting visit and I think the wives 
were most impressed by just how fit the guys looked.  When being 
shown an array of weapons which appear to have come from a 



“Star Wars” movie, one of the members remarked that all he had “was a whistle and a lump of wood 
(truncheon)”.  Such contact with Regular and indeed Reserve units is, in my opinion, paramount in 
keeping the retired element informed as to why the Army of today is not what they knew.  Such contact 
also serves to educate the serving cohort aspects of Corps history and hearing it from the members 
who were at the coal-face. 
 

-ooOoo- 
 

Taunton Branch RMPA held another successful Summer lunch on Friday 29th June 2018 at the Oake 
Manor Golf Course near Wellington. Members were joined by other colleagues themselves Veterans 
representing The Royal Tank Regiment, The Royal Army Pay Corps, The Parachute Regiment, The 
Royal Air Force and Royal Navy. The branch was delighted to be able to host the Worshipful Mayor of 
Taunton Deane Catherine Herbert and her daughter as consort, Catherine being married to a former 
Royal Marine is well used to service banter and seemed to enjoy the lunch. The branch was also very 
pleased to welcome Bob and Joy Eggelton on what turned out to be an exceptionally warm and sunny 
day. 

-ooOoo- 

 
Today, the latest edition of the GUARD REPORT appeared, which deals primarily with the 
innovations of data protection, which of course also affect our association. 
    
http://248gsu.de/index.php/der-guard-report/gp_download/send/3-guard-report/294-guard-report-mai-
juni-2018  
 
Otherwise, other historical and current topics were taken up again. I hope you enjoy reading!   
 Best regards 
  
Gerhard E. Zellmer 
Chairman 
  
KAMERADSCHAFT 248 GERMAN SECURITY UNIT e. V. 
Smoke street 17 | 13587 Berlin 
Telephone: +49 (0) 3322 25 32 99 
Mobile: +49 (0) 177 316 52 05 
gerhard.zellmer.kameradschaft.248gsu.de 

www.kameradschaft.248gsu.de 
-ooOoo- 

 
This September, Dorset Branch RMPA, celebrates its 10th Anniversary, and to mark this important mile-

stone, we are holding a lunch on 7th September 2018, at The Lakeside Suite, of The Springfield Country 

Hotel, Leisure Club & Spa, Grange 

Road, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 5AL, 

at 1230 for 1300 hours, and it is hoped 

that members of your branch would 

avail themselves of this open 

invitation to join us in our celebration. 

Our after lunch speaker is Mrs Sue 

Davis, Former Chief Constable of 

Dorset, who promised to be both 

interesting and entertaining. 

The venue is set in the heart of the 

beautiful Purbeck hills and affords 

ample and free parking. The cost of the three course meal, which includes after lunch coffee and mints, 

is £22.50 per person. Should anyone wish to stay over- night or make a weekend of it to enjoy the local 

attractions, such as the historic Tank Museum, Corfe Castle, the Swanage Steam Railway, Lawrence 

of Arabia’s Cottage, Monkey World or the Jurassic Coast, the Hotel is offering special discounted rate 

of £100.00 for standard Twin/double, £120.00 Superior Double and 140.00 for Executive Double, all of 

http://248gsu.de/index.php/der-guard-report/gp_download/send/3-guard-report/294-guard-report-mai-juni-2018
http://248gsu.de/index.php/der-guard-report/gp_download/send/3-guard-report/294-guard-report-mai-juni-2018
http://www.kameradschaft.248gsu.de/


which come with Full English Breakfast and use of the Leisure Club and Spa. Those wishing to stay 

should book their accommodation on- line or phone directly from the Hotel.  If you require further 

information please contact me and I will send you all relevant information. 

-ooOoo- 

At the time of going to press all the 50 tickets which were allocated by the RBL in respect of the 
Cenotaph Parade have been taken.  I initially applied for 100 but the RBL have been making some 
understandable restrictions this year.  However, I intend to apply for further tickets so do not hesitate to 
contact me if you would like to attend and all I can guarantee at this stage is that I will place you on a 
‘Reserve List’.   

-ooOoo- 

 
Hull and East Riding branch are to be congratulated on establishing a display stand at a recent event.  
As a result they have potentially recruited seven new members and also sold tickets for their 
forthcoming dinner.  Lucky for them their display was not out in the open as the weather was not that 
good.  A good effort and a lesson for all branches to get out there and be seen. 
 

-ooOoo- 
 
I know I have mentioned in the past about new branches being established or even old ones being 
resurrected.  I have again been asked about establishing a branch in Germany and some ground work 
has been carried out. If you are resident in Germany, reading this, and have not been directly contacted 
by me then, if you would like further information, contact me and I will point you in the right direction. 
 
Speaking of branches I hear many comments about how they are “old fashioned”, “boring”, “stuck in 
the past” all of which I fully understand this perception and in some cases it is true.  What is irksome is 
that things will not change unless new members attend and change what is wrong.  I often hear people 
moan about the Government or local Council and when I ask if they actually voted the answer is “No, I 
never vote”.  Without fresh blood coming into branches the older people, and I am one of them, will not 
learn first-hand of the trials and tribulations borne by those who fought in Iraq and Afghanistan.  It really 



is time for a younger generation to take on the mantle of keeping the Association alive.  Like I have said 
in the past, use it or lose it. 
 

-ooOoo- 
 

The instructions for the Annual Reunion 2019 will be distributed on or about the 1st August and will be 
sent to all branches and individuals.  The instruction will be accompanied by a Power Point Presentation 
(PPP) which gives you a brief insight into the venue and its facilities.  Personally I like the idea of the 
pool and gym but I do not think I will be requiring the services of the hair dresser.  When you receive 
the instruction read it carefully, especially with regard to booking hotel accommodation. 
 
The Cheshire and North Wales Branch have put a great deal of effort into planning this event and I 
encourage as much support as possible.  I know there are small groups who no longer find it viable to 
function, and I use the RMP Cyprus Veterans as an example, so why not meet up at the Annual 
Reunion, reserve your tables and have your own mini reunion within the main event.  A couple of years 
ago a particular squad arranged such a reunion and even had their SI, Wayne Campbell present to 
keep an eye on them and it was a great success.  What about a WRAC Provost table or two? You may 
get the impression I am putting the ball in your court - I am.  
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
  

Sunday 19th August the Cheshire & North Wales Branch are holding the Chairman's Lunch at the 
Pryors Hayes Golf Club, Nr. Chester.  

 
Saturday 22nd September 2018 Hull and East Riding are holding a dinner.  

 
Thursday 8th November 2018, opening of the Field of Remembrance, Westminster Abbey.  

Commencing at 1030 hrs.   
 

Saturday 10th November 2018 Provost (RMP/MPS) Field of remembrance Service, Westminster 
Abbey commencing at 1050 hrs. 

 
Sunday 11th November Royal British Legion Cenotaph Parade. 

 
North American Branch 16th Annual Reunion - 5th to 9th September, St. Johns, Newfoundland. 

 
Taunton Branch Christmas Luncheon - 14th December 2018 

 
10th - 12th May 2019 Annual Reunion at Stretton, near Warrington hosted by Cheshire and North 

Wales branch.   
 

If your branch has an activity which you would like publicised then let me know, but let me know in 
good time. 

 
If you require further details please contact me via e-mail or telephone 02392 265645 

 
Compiled by Bob Eggelton. 

02392265645 
07913997233 

joybob@btinternet.com 
Skype: pompeybob65 


