
ROYAL MILITARY POLICE 
OLD COMRADES LINK UP 

NEWSLETTER #136 OCTOBER 2018 
 

NEW CONTACTS 
 

HALL 
Former 23847173 Corporal William Hall, Squad 819.  Bill was in the last Intake of 
the National Service era, I remember them well as I was in the next squad to be 
formed.  Bill enlisted on the 2nd December 1960 and went on to serve for six years 
with 16 Parachute Brigade Provost Unit.  Now resident in Dorset and attempting to 
get all the decent trout out of the local rivers 
 

WEBBER 
Former 24719269 Corporal Jonathan Webber, Squad 8708.  Jon enlisted into the Royal Artillery in 
October 1985 and went on to serve with 7RHA and 5HY Regt prior to transferring to the Corps in 
October 1987.  He then served with 174 Provost Company, Tidworth and 113/115 Provost Company, 
Munster until his discharge in February 1993. 

 
YOUR CORRESPONDENCE 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
On the 23rd September those steely eyed warriors from the sky descended upon Alrewas to attend a 
Para Pro Reunion. Those attending this year included Chris Brown, Ben Turpin, Ian Burns, Harry 
Champness, Derek Foster, Paddy (Bill) Hall, Ken Hamblin, Stu Henderson, Stu Rogers, John Slater, 
Nick Walters, Johnny Appleton, Bill MCrae and Ron Bend.  

 



From their home in Ajax, which nestles on the shore of Lake Ontario I have received a number of 
photographs from Arthur and Reni Griffiths relating to their 60th Wedding Anniversary which in fact 
was celebrated this time last year. I know that Arthur has been a bit preoccupied hence the delay. 

  
On the left is a photograph of Arthur and Reni on their 
Wedding Day at the Magdelana Church, Neukolln 1957 
 
Below is a photograph taken on the day and shows Arthur, 
Frank Page and Captain George Wild. 

 
The last photograph I have selected shows Arthur and 
Reni at their 60th celebration at the 'Concordia' 
German Club in Kitchener, 2017.  The day after, 
'October Fest' began.  Before the First World War, 
Kitchener was called Berlin and the club is as German 
as you can make it. 
 
I know that Arthur and Reni are planning to visit the 
UK next year and I hope to meet up with them having 
missed them during my trip to Canada last year 
 
 

-ooOoo- 
 

In the last edition there was a short article about 6th 
Armoured Division Provost Company by James Howe.  
Derek Hall has taken up the story and expanded it.  
He said, “Dear Bob, As always, I read your Link Up 
articles with great pleasure, and especially today to 
read the letter from James Howe and the lack of news 
of 6th Armoured Div. Provost Company.  I was 
transferred from the Royal Artillery to take the Provost 
Officers Course starting on 1 December 1950, and 
although I had hoped to get a posting to SIB, I was 
appointed to be MTO under the company being 
formed by Major R Champion on 1 Feb 1951.  Major 
Champion, a Captain Brown of the RTR and myself 

met in the George Hotel in Amesbury on the Sunday night, went to Bulford, after breakfast on the 
Monday,  moved some desks and chairs into offices, and were joined later that day, by RSM Weir and 
CQMS "Dusty" Miller.  Now at 91 years of age, I cannot swear that my memory is perfect, but Mr 
Howe has made two slight errors.  About the middle of March or thereabouts, a Captain " Dickie" 



Richards (not Richardson) was posted in to the Company from Colchester on Promotion to Major, 
Ron Champion moving to Divisional Headquarters as DAPM. 
The parade which Mr Howe mentions was not just the Provost Company. The Division was 
commanded by Major-General Errol Prior-Palmer, and it was a farewell parade of the whole Division.  
"Dickie" Richards (later to be Provost Marshal), had ordered some RMP pennants which were put on 
the motor cycles.  It is true that as the last unit in the Parade, with me standing upright at the Salute 
in the front of the jeep next to the driver, we were given a great round of applause by the watching 
crowd, but after the parade, talking to Dickie and myself, the General commented that he could not 
approve the pennants, as some soldiers might become confused with the pennants carried on 
Brigade Commanders' vehicles etc.  Dickie and I took an advance party to Germany, arriving there on 
the very day that King George 6th died (6 Feb 1952).  The rest of the Company under a Captain 
Marshman arrived a month later.  There was a big problem as all Cap Badges etc, had to be changed 
to reflect the change of Monarch.   
I left 6th Armoured Div to go to 101 company a year later but on the Horse Guards Parade in 1995, I 
met up with Bryan Bonser and I have also been in touch with a Corporal Price” 
 

-ooOoo- 
 

In the last edition I reported the death of 19141716 Lance-Corporal William Frederick Hand.  At the 
time of writing I did not have any relevant 
photographs but some have since arrived. William 
served with 241 GHQ Provost Company in 1940 
and later went to Berlin in 1945.  241 GHQ Provost 
Company later became 248 Provost Company. 

 
Now the story does not end there.  Bill went on 
to become an athletics coach.  His local paper, 
The Wolverhampton Express and Star printed 
the following story upon his death.  “An athletics 
coach who was pivotal in the careers of 
Olympians Denise Lewis and Lisa Kehler has 
died aged 89.  
Legendary coach Bill Hand, from Wolverhampton, died on August 29 after suffering from Parkinson’s 
disease.  His former students, now Olympic stars, have since paid tribute to the ‘popular’ mentor.  
Bill’s affiliation with Wolverhampton and Bilston Athletics Club began when he started volunteering 
there in 1974.  He used to coach 100 budding female athletes at a time during sessions throughout 
the week. 



He was Denise Lewis’ first coach when she joined the 
club in 1981, aged nine, and Bill taught Denise until 
she was 13.  Born in West Bromwich, Denise went on 
to win the gold medal in the heptathlon at the 2000 
Olympic Games, alongside a number of other World 
and European Championship medals. 
Bill, who left the athletics club in 1991, also coached 
Lisa Langford, known as Lisa Kehler, who 
represented Great Britain at the 1992 and 2000 
Olympics and who also won three Commonwealth 
Games medals as a race walker.  Lisa said, “Bill was 
really great at encouraging me to try new sports and 
was the first person to push me into race walking.  
The thing about Bill is that he would encourage 
anyone, no matter what their skill level.” 
 
 
 

 
I am going to continue with a 
further selection of photo- 
graphs which are attributed to 
the late Bill hand.  I have 
chosen them to show the 
vehicles and the uniforms of 
the day.  I do not have any 
details about the photographs 
but most have a Berlin flavour 
about them.   

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
Well I think that is enough nostalgia for one edition, there is only so much an old man can take but please keep 
the photographs coming in, they all form part of our Corps heritage and must not end up on the local tip. 

 
-ooOoo- 

 
I received the following from Eddie Ferguson “Former members of 5 Dog Company RMP Singapore 

held their 60th Annual Reunion in Edinburgh on 
Saturday 13th October to commemorate the late 
WO1 Geoff and Eileen Brien RMP. Geoff was 
instrumental in bringing RMP Singapore together 
over many years and is sorely missed. Following 
our dinner many stories were exchanged into the 
wee small hours. Attending the Reunion we were 
honoured by the presence of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Alan Murray MBE, President RMPA (Scotland 
Central Branch) and Chairman Mr Alex Menmuir 
RMPA (Scotland), together with their ladies 
Barbara and Helen. A well organised evening 
enjoyed by all from former members 5 Dog 
Company RMP our best wishes to RMPA 
(Scotland)” 

 

CAN YOU HELP 

Dick Bland has asked me to make this request for first-hand memories from those who were involved 
in early SOXMIS-chasing 'White Mice' operations. Certainly, 19 Support Platoon was the unit involved 
in the 1970's and later, but, back in Autumn 1961, then 2Lt Bland was suddenly despatched to 
Bielefeld for a two week intensive course, fast driving, map reading, how to pee in a bottle, prior to 
deployment to rein-in our Soviet accredited spies. Subsequent deployment never happened for him 
and the course itself seemed rather 'ad-hoc'. If any readers, now like him 'of advanced years', can 
recollect the earlier days, please e-mail him your tale to 'rbland467@gmail.com'. Best of all, he'd love 
to hear from the valiant NCO who drove him safely, at high speed and managed to interpret his 
hesitant map-reading directions'. 

mailto:rbland467@gmail.com


-ooOoo- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just to finish off I thought I would let you see 5 Dog Company in its prime.  The photograph was taken 
sometime between 1958 and 1961.  The photograph was supplied by Butch Job many moons ago so 
at least I know one name.  A couple of other faces are familiar but if you can provide further names I 
would be obliged. 
 
 

DEATHS 
 

BOOTH 
John Eric Booth, seen on the right, died on the 23rd September 2018 aged 
85 years.  John was a National Serviceman and was part of 5312 Intake, 
Squad 374 and served from 1953 until 1955.  On completion of training it 
would appear that he was stationed in London.  This information was 
received from his son, Robert Booth. 

 
BURGESS (belated entry) 
Former 23145369 Sergeant Peter Burgess passed away on the 23rd July 
2017 aged 80.  He served with 186 Provost Company and 87 Section SIB 
between 1955 and 1958.   

 
LOOMIE 
Former 22745394 Staff-Sergeant Colin Victor 
Loomie, seen on the left, died on the 2nd October 2018 as a result of a heart 
attack.  He served from 1953 until 1970 in the United Kingdom, Malta, BAOR 
and Malaya.  He was a long serving member of the Northern Ireland Branch. 
 
O’DONNELL 
Former 23732431 Warrant Officer Class 1 John 
O’Donnell, seen on the right, passed away on the 2nd 
October 2018.  John, who was in Squad 767, served from 
1959 until 1981 and was known to have served with Aden 

Provost detachment, 165 provost Company, 11 Infantry Provost Unit, 177 
(Escorts) Provost Company and London District Provost Company 
 
OSWICK 
Former 23554892 Warrant Officer Class 2 Royton James Oswick (commonly 
known as Roy) passed away on the 18th October 2018.  Roy trained in Squad 679 in 1958 and went 
on to serve with 227 Provost Company, 101 Provost Company, Tripoli District Provost Unit, 48 
Gurkha Brigade Provost Unit, 200 Provost Company, 3 Division Provost Unit, 11 Armoured Brigade 
Provost Unit, 180 Provost Company, 247 Provost Company and 150 Provost Company.  Roy’s 



funeral is to take place on the 16th November 2018 at the South Lincolnshire Crematorium, Gisberton 
Road, Surfleet, Lincolnshire PE11 4AA, commencing at 1200 hours.  If you intend to attend the 
funeral please contact Mike Selbourne at mikeseabourne@ntlworld.com who is assisting Gloria 
Oswick with the funeral.   Messages of condolence may be sent to Mrs Gloria Oswick, 2 Elm 
Cottages, Boardsides, Hubbert's Bridge, Boston PE20 3QP.  . 
 
PRIZZIE 
Former 22112170 Lance-Corporal DP Prizzie passed away on the 10th October 2018.  At the time of 
writing no other details were available. 
 
WALKER 
The death of former 23757202 Lance-Corporal Alan Walker was recently reported on social media.  
At the time of writing I do not have any further information other than his funeral is on the 6th of 
November at Torquay Crematorium at 1400 hrs.   
 

ooOoo- 
 

Just to conclude this issue I would like to focus on a person 
already named earlier in the newsletter, that is George Wild.  I had 
the pleasure of meeting up with him on a sunny day in 
Littlehampton to celebrate his recent 97th birthday, when Joy took 
this photograph. 
Although slightly slower under foot his mind is still working at full 
capacity and he always has a tale to tell.  I know that he keeps in 
touch with a number of you. 

 
 
 

Compiled by Bob Eggelton 
02392 265645 
07913 997233 

joybob@btinternet.com 
Skype: pompeybob65 
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